Summary &mdash; Pig Al was first introduced as a practical proposition in the mid-1950s. Since then its development in the UK has demonstrated a response to trends in the industry. At the outset Al was used in nucleus herds where it allowed access to top quality genetic material and reduced the health risks associated with the introduction of new bloodlines. At this early stage fertility was low and semen storage technology in its infancy. The early pioneers recognized the value of Al, however, and worked towards solving the practical problems with which they were presented. In the years that followed much was 
